THE PLAN OF THE VOYAGE I6T
sufficient to compensate this loss, as much of the weight of the equilibrator as might be necessary could at any time be permitted to drag upon the surface of the earth. It might happen, at any time, that during an interval of bright sunshine the gas absorbed radiant heat and reached a temperature 20 degrees higher than that of the surrounding air, and that the rapid cooling of the gas, due to clouds or snowstorm, might involve'a rapid loss of 80 degrees or 1,200 pounds of buoyancy. But in such case, instead of wasting ballast, the equilibrator is ready to be used in full compensation. It will be seen that the equilibrator is merely ballast which can be used over and over again without throwing it away.